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GENERAL CONFERENCE 
(From the Deseret News.) 


Tux Fifty-fifth Semi-annual Confer- | 


ence of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints convened in the 
Tabernacle, Logan City, Cache Co., 
on Tuesday, October 6, 1885, at 10 a. m. 


There were present on the Stand, of 


the Council of tlie Apostles, Franklin 
D. Richards, Moses Thatcher, Francis 
M. Lyman, John Henry Smith, Heber 
J. Grant aud John W. Taylor; Patri- 
arch John Smith, and several Stake 
The Conference was called to order 
by Apostle F. D. Richards announciug 
the hymn to be sung, 
Glorious things of Thee are spoken. 
Prayer was then offered by Elder 
¥. M. Lyman, and the choir sang the 


Apostle F. D. Richards arose and 
congratulated the Saints on their 
highly favored condition, and thought 
their hearts should be moved to 2 
preciation of the same. Referred in 
terms of praise to the conveniences 
that had been specially provided for 
the choir’ and ‘reporters, and invited 
all representatives of the press to 
take positions at the table, asking 
them do do common justice by giving 


In these times, he said, some might 
think we had reason to be cast down, 
but such was not the fact; so long as 
we were dealt with more leniently than 
our Master and many of our fellow- 
‘servants had been, we had reason to 
be thankful that things are so well 
with us as they are. It was for us to 
judge correctly of our position and of 
the blessings we enjoyed, and learn to 
see what was and what would prove 
to be blessings and what otherwise. 
The Lord told His Apostles that they 
should be hailed to prison, that the 
servant was not greater than his mas- 
ter; and that when evil was spoken 
of us, we had reason to lift up our 
heads and rejoice. If proved faithful 
we should be tried as keenly as others 
who had stood true to the end. We 
should not forget that we might ex- 
peot ition; it was for us to be 
armed with the spirit of truth to with- 
stand any and everything of an op- 
posing nature. 
_~ The Prophet Joseph told the 

before they were bestowed, that if 
they ‘would inherit. the blessings of 
Abraham they should be p u to 
receive them; that they might appro- 


| priate them to their own salvation 


when they did receive them. Prisons 
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and incarcerations were as 2 to 
men armed with the salvation of hea- 
ven. Referred to the condition of 
John while banished, and others who 
suffered death, and trials not yet 
known tous. He had heard Presi- 
dent Young in early days say that a 
man who was not willing to pay $500 
for a good, virtuous wif+, was not 
worthy of such a one. This seemed 
to be practically verified now-a-days. 
The speaker invoked the blessing of 
God on the Conference, and called 
upon the Saints to prepare their 
hearts for the instructions and coun- 
sels the Lord had to give thryugh His 
servants. | 

Apostle John W. Taylor was called 
upon, and, referring to tho persecu- 


tions of the Saints, said that, being 


members of the same body, when one 
member suffered, the rest of the mem- 
bers suffered from sympathy. The 
Savior; on one occasion, . prophesies 


to His disciples that the shepherd | N im man 
sessed of true Christian instincts, 


ho, although humble, arose to cou- 


should be smitten and the sheep scat- 
tered. This was literally fulfilled. 
It we did not suffer from opposition, 
the speaker would be led t doubt the, 
divinity of the work. Promises, most 
glorions were held out to those who 
obeys und practiced che principles of, 
truth. On one ucensiou, in the South-. 
ern Stater, he was nutilied to leave: 
the State in five days, and was pro- 
hibited from preaching» any more 
therein. 
weited on hun what he had done, and 
the answer was: “ You have disturbed. 


our family and our religious condi: | 


tigns,” He said that was no more 
than Jesus and His Apostles had dene 
in their day through, their preaching; 
and after bearing testimony to his 
would-be intimidators, he asked them 
to tell those who sent them that on 
the following day he would preach to 
them, aud if they believed he would 
ibaptize them. .. He, held his meeting 
to a crowded audience, in u house pro- 
ffered to him, together with an acre 
of land on which it stood, as a free 
onation,: for the purpose of preach- 
ing in. He — it, and named it 
Liberty Church,“ and blessed the 

y be found about 200 men hauling 
the house away, aod be afterwards: | 
learned that the land had been re- 


He asked the men who 


| 


father to the people yet to: bercqn- 
verted in that place. Boch af 
‘wards Brother Turner was President 


the truth. 


us, as Saints of 


insignificant people. 


cently surveyed, and it was found 
that it stood partly on an enemy 's 
land, and the people desiring to see 
fair play, had turned ont en masse to 
remove: it. He preached there and 
baptized one man the same day, and 
prophesied at the water's edge that 
the man (Father Turner) would be a 


per. 


of a Branch of eighteen members. 
Thus, opposition helped the cause, 
Nothing can be done against, but for 
Standing's murder was 
the means of arousing the sympathy 
of the honest generally, and Georgia 
produced more converts that year 
than all the other Southern States 


combined, We must be tried; oppo- 


sition is necessary to develop the 
good; both elements, that of truth 
and that of evil, are eternal, and one 
is not without the other. Referred to 
Nephi as a grand, humble man pos- 


rage when occasion demanded it. 


His was à good life to pattern after. 
We are told to, pray fur our enemies, 
and even to love them—a pretty hard 


thing to do; but the better we were 
able to comprehend the plan of salva- 
tion as it existed in the bosum of the 
Father, the easier it would be for, us 
tu du this-seemingly hard thing. Re» 
ferred to a. prayer by a Southern 
States minister on a certain oceasion 
when the mob, with himself at the 
head, prevented our Elders from 
din to the congregation assem- 
ed to hear them; it ran thus: 0 
Lord, temper the wrath of. this con- 
gregation that may not.murder 
these. men (President Morgan an 
associates,) which they richly deserve. 
That was not the kind of charity for 
the Most High, to 
cultivate. Though a blessed people 
because of bejag persecuted, it would 
not become ns to revile those who 
revile us. All who. were not for us 
were against us. The time to demon- 
strate this remarkable saying is yet to 
but it is in the near future. Re. 
to Aisop’s fable of the lion and 
the mouse, comparing it to our great 
nation and this small and apparently 
We: were: des: 
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tined yet to befriend the = that 
to- day hankered aſter our destruction. 
We have tho truth, the saving truth, 
which produced union and power; 
while the seeds of deeay dnd death 
were doing their work among the na- 
tions. — and nought but truth, 
could eave and. produce lasting power. 
Now was n favorable time to preach 
the Gospel; the minds of the honest 
were being exercised in our bebalf 
and were ready to receive the seed of | 
truth. It was for us to sow the 

seed now while the field was in a 
favorable condition to produce 4 good 
harvest. 

Referred to the unfortunate Elders 
who liad: recently shown weakness in 
order to hu ve a little temporary peace. 
The peacy they obtained was not of a: 
real, lasting nature; and they that 
would 80 sacrifice principle to get it, 
must yet reap that which such an act 
would produce.’ It became us to feel: 
génuinely surrowful for them, know- | 
ing, a& we do, that when they do sense 
their position, it will produce in them 
grief that eunnot now be conoei ved. 

The future of this work, as indica- 
by the Lord at the beginning, 
wan a source of enequragement under 
all cireumstances It was for the peo- 
ple to seek after and know the things 
of God, so that they may know for 
theinselves the course they should 
take, and not have to depend on bor- 
rowed light. Referred to the 
formance of the general duties of the’ 
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aes would comer! but woe to him by 
whom it did:come, as whut they mete’ 
out to their fellow-men will yet be 
back! ta them. 

While government offivials are 
times engaged in acts of persecution, | 
the government itself was not neces- 
sarily, at all times, res for it, 
although he believed that the law un- 
der which many are suffering to-day 
was designed specially by a majority | 
of the government to app tous But 
they must account for t 
acts, and must suffer because of their 
to their fellow- men. It 
was not the: institutions of our gor- 
erament that produced such resul 
hut poor, wenk men, who had prov 
themselves incompetent to administer > 
justice to their fellow-men, that are 
After the enactment of 
the law of 1862, inst po ygamy, it 
was widely regar “seded by legal minds 
tu be unconstitutional, and little was 
done to make it operative; tinally it 
was declared constitutional, but it did 
not go far enough to suit the hungry 
| place-hunters. It is not polygamy 
that is sought to be destroyed. but 
eur unjon and politics! ascendency. 
Politicians here craved more power, 
and asked for further legislation, 
it to them, they wanted a 
mmission. What fort | 
To disfrauchise the whole people, as 
has been done in Idaho, where our’ 


per- enemies control the Re- 
| ferred to attempts made to create this 


Saints as being essential to our growth Lagislative Committee. But when it 


— develohiment. The speaker closed 
— commending the people to seek 
ter and obtain charity; and exereise 
it in their lives, 

Elder John T. Caine esteemed it 
pri rivilege to address the Conference): 
s rejoiced in the onward cause of 
truth in which we are „ and 
could see no reason 2 we should 
mourn because of — tion, 90 long’ 
as ar faitbful. It was those: 
ho were imprisoned had to 

ence bat 
dality’ 


they would the reward of fi 
to — as they 


faith to the ond. gs Are. 


wt the fact that he 


was feared that a Democratic Presi- 
dent would be elected, it was 7 
‘by’ the Rep ubtican 
‘at all what wa 


| 2 Edmunds bill, which was done, and 


the Legislative Commission scheme 


felt 

ier not believe that 
President Cleveland desired to op- 
press us; but ‘while be entertained 
this’ belief, ful of 


he was not u 
—. 


any and alt a 
was a — le; and Ove that 
characterized 


predieatetl on our faithfiluess 


| 
againet us, toligious ‘community, 
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constitutional government, to which | gatoery-apon all ta practice the same 
we are attached. It was for us to in the spirit in which it was given. 
contend for our — — not sur- Referring to the persecutors of the. 
render principles that haye come-di- Saints, he said he believed many who 
rect to us from God, as well as others | endorsed the raid now going on, a 
that have come to us from the Fa- the means to a certain desired end, 
thers. _ Reformers of every age, he were sincere, believing, as they do, 
said, and discoverers of great truths, that we are impostors, endeavorin 

had suffered as we are now suffering, | to impose upon others. Others again 
only to a greater extent; but they be- were ready to admit that it was un- 
came recognized ut last and truth | just and cruel in the extreme, and 
triumphed: js: cies they were watching the outeome with 
As Delegate to Congress, the speak- | interest and concern. He knew that 
er reminded the people that he would | true Saints commanded the confidence 
soon have to proceed to where duty; of even worldly- minded men, while 
would call him, and asked the Saints the sume class of people could warm 
to sustain him by their prayers, that | if ever, trust an apostate. The faith- 
he might be able to perform his du- ful practice of the principles of the 
ties to the honor of God and blessing | Gospel begets confidence, and the 


of His people. : i fruits of the lives of honorable men 
raise ye Jehovah. Referring to the principle of o 1 

Elder H. J. Grant offered the clos- 3 — — — upon 


ing prayer. in the forenoon, he said that he could 
An adjournment was taken till 21 and did pray fur his enemies—that- 
o’clock pus. f God would confound them in their 
5 9 evil designs, and that He might for- 
| : 2p.m. give them if they would repeut. For 
| The Conference was resumed, hy | himself, he prayed that he might be- 
! Apostle F. D. Richards calling. the come a useful instrument in helping 
bly to order, and the choir sing - on about the heaven. 
ing the uvmn: heel ferring to judging others as to 
{ With all the powers of heart and tongue. aie — adden — he 
Prayer was offered by Elder Juhn | favored the idea that we should be 
mid Smith, after which the choir sang slow tog pare. — — 
again we might do when. in the same 
Earth with her ten thousand flowers. position; but it mattered not what 
Apostle H. J. Grant being culled | we might do personally, the purposes 
upon, expressed pleasure in meeting | of would be brought about irre- 
with the Saints in General Confer | spectively of our individual acts. 
ence. To criticise was easy, to ad- The sermons sgrenched ‘by the bre- 
ce truths adapted to the condition | thren who would rather be depri red 
of a community required thonght and | of liberty and put up with personal 
divine assistance. ..The i tore | inconveniences, than renounce the 
down, and built not up If we at practice of their religious convictions, 
any time undertook to pull down the | speak in tones beyond any oral preach- 
dols . ing that could be done, and it was: 
— — would count in re- 
commending the sincerity and righte- 
ousness of our cause to the ht- 


— 


| Ul mind. 186 popul 
In connection with a man retain - 55,000,000 against tt 
| in hia beark the teachings of the | sand, ‘although taking to the mass, 
wae neces- | was,misleading; in fact, he had a. 
sary. for us; to, live elosely to, God, | non-“ Mormons,” who appreciated our 
| ux The Wor attested the feck thet. wherever: greet: 
: ed ay and it came to us now by social questions had been at stake, 
| mandme tz it was therefore obli- | majorities. had always been wrong, 
| 


and especially, the ‘speaker 
this the ease when thoes 
involved . the 


estions 
saving 


in this judge world 
were in same condition: as the 
Latter-day Saints — no man could 


judg correct of the things of 
ut the Spirit of God. Certain 
brethren, he said, complain of being 
left to their own: individunl action, 
with none to counsel or. direct them | 
as to the course should pursue 
in this — boar; men did 
2 enj ine livin teatimony for 

ae ey might not expect to 
Moma the trials and tests that t 
Saints of God would be requirett to 


are ohn H. Smith read ‘from 
the sixth 8 7 of Hebrews, com- 
= at the first vorse, and then 
sai 
vin, but never die. Thie 
Breaking many had thought. was 
still moved onward 
while individuals that fai 
in the performance of duty 545 
forgotten umong men. The man who 
was fuithfuk to luty and to the trust 
repobed ig ‘him, lived in the hearts 
and of his fellows. Luther, 
for example; stood out in bold relief 
to-day, and was louked up to and re- 
vered as the father of religious lib. 
erty; ‘while ihe whi, in anguish of soul 
exclaimed;' “Tf I had served my God 
as I served my king, He would not 
have cast me off in my old age, ee 
only excite pit 
uty was the path of safety; it. 
was the road to greatn . 
ity and eternal lives. ker 
did not desire to reflect — the'f 
ures of men, but to encourage those 
who had not yet n fully put to 
the test, and would admonish all such 
to so live that they might be prepared 
to stand it manfully when it cuines, 
To do this, one must keep the cm- 
mandments, he must live godly in 
Christ Jesus, and by every word chat 
m 
and mend his ways, and he „ 
rest satisfied till 8 sweet com- 
wit with ihe hol 


for the — many; must 


spirit, one whom we would 


8 
father ie at the helm.“ 


God. end; but b 


ol God 


and. entertain a rigliteous desire to 
help. the. — 
irrespective ‘personal em 
love God mare than ‘man. Wheu a 
a o cause of Gud, proves by 
his, actions. that be seeks firat ithe 
kingdom, and trusts: dun Maker for 
outcome. 
‘Erastas Seow said the: re- 
of Brother Grant reminded 
—— of. certain important truths which 
he would: refer ta. One of these was 
rompted by the citation of « certain 
rother who had prayed and prayed, 


he | but had failed to obtain light suffici- 


ent to conyince him throughly as to 
the course that men should take in 
this trying hour. In this the speaker 
was reminded of Saul, when the Lord 
refueed to answer lim either by dream 
or Urim und Thummim, and, being 
left to himself, he resorted tu the ser - 
‘vices, of one possessing a 
call a 
witeh, and lie groped in the dark un- 
til at last he perished: In contradis- 
tinction to this, the speaker ‘consi- 
dered the condition’ of the faithful 
- Latter-day: enmparing thesame 
to the cunduat of the lad at sua in a 
storm. While the priest wax implo- 
ring God fur safety, teiridg least he 
should: go. down, the boy was: light- 
hen aud uncuncerned und when 
asked he could be merry in 
the face of sul danger; the boy an- 
„ don't know of any: dunger; 
hey that en- 
joyed the spirit of the-Guspel had no 
need uf special dréams and manifesta- 
tions; they were not troubied; they 
realised that F:tuer is at the helm, 
and that the ship’s course is onward, 
waves of perse- 
‘ution ran b and although dark - 
18 t in the ship. In travel 
sume of el at t — 
tu ull visible appearances; as view 
from a — would come to bos 


shing on it was found 
to be mere y ai abrupt turning, and 
u in 
80 it woul 
Ir was 
rit to — — 
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but the de lay in de- 
ng comes} all 


£ faith | eachrothet's rights, | 
his beart, end ‘he was rights of al} mens It weul 
— and emergency us to overcome evil geod, und 
me, and was not moved. the Prophet: Joseph ‘said, te turm she 
ut,” one, world xi up, if they’ would! tet 
ing — that was us, and if they would: ‘not, 
let of the: faithfalas it ver do it alli the quirke. 
„but they only tended: to we choir — the e 
work out a more exceeding weight of 0, Father, Almighty, t e 
for endured ‘to the | Thatcher apnôunesd that 


‘Relative. 10 the idea of majorities in addyese fein the 
being in the wrong and minorities in 
the eave, It was 80 | 

man nature me 80 — wad 
praved that it was as natural for man The * a 
‘to. do wrung as it was for tho wnters singing 
de down hill. So el bistory W. have found’ the way the Prophets went 
‘attested that the Saints of God had Piper dus ‘offered | by Eid oe H 
always been in the minority, and that rayer hi cli J. i 7 
reformers and bel Grant, whi was by 
and do belong to the same clase. : | choit tenth! ant att 
secret of this:general what 
part ef majorities was found in the |: _ Apostle tug Snow 
Absenes of a desire on the part of man- that the add e 
‘kind to recognize the right of the God wee 
of nations to dictats in governmental |:6! osen Thatcher 
affairs, And as the masses were in- he time of 
fluenced by their likes and dislikes, occupying on and twenty-two 
and: followed the natural tendeneiss minutes the whol 


24 


of their own selfish minds, the many 
Thus it was that | af the 
strong appeals a ppeals generally come fram |! ‘Closing prayer 0 Card. 
“ro. BE CONTINUED. } 777 


Address will — in the bert * 
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‘The, Young Men’s M. I. Associations ates 


hs City. of Salt Lake is taking tnd 


and 
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A long continued drouth is reported in Arizona. 

Several car loads of dried peaches have been shipped thig, season from Salt 
Lake to Eastern markets. 

United States Prosecuting Attorney Dickson and his assistant, C. 8. 
Varian, have resigned their respective offices. 

of a Mr, r Da the 

Utah Territory to the East, via th Union Pacific Railroad. 

Sister Hadley of West Weber, who was “recently” killed by being thrown 
out of a wagon, was the grandmother of tiirty-eight children. } 

There was a very, large attendance at every meeting during the late Gone 
nnr to the 


“Brother Joseph, MeMurrin, a resident of Salt Lake City, and father of Elder 
Jeanie MeMurrin now. on..a mission in Ireland, lost two children from 
diphthetia within few hours of men other an the ult, making the third 

George Thorn, whose self-righteous ‘00: hotrified at the plural 
‘of theo Mormons,” has been sentenced to ten years im- 
administering drugs to produce an abortion. — 

On the nicht of the dth ult, the Salt Lake Sunday School Union band 
visited the residences of Elder John Nicholson and others who had main- 
tained their integrity before the courts, and gave those gentlemen a deserved 
serenade. The visit of the boys atid their fine music were much appreciated. 


Much ledignation je telt at the outrageous course of Judge Zane, who ia 
not satisfied with sentencing to the fullest extent of an unjust law all Latter- 
day Saints who are brought before him and will no; renounce their religion, 
FFF take in silence 
and have not the privilege. of replying. to. 

The Utah Journal of October Iath ‘says: 
the other ‘evening toward John Nicholeow, acting editor of the Deseret News 

for some time past, was one of à practical nature: It conveyed in a sub- 
_ stantial manner the testimony that; ‘although’ Elder Nicholson ‘was likely to 
go'to the penitetitiary, yet was he esteemed and respected by many of his 

3 


Elders’ Tatoo and Musser were released from the pentitentiary October : 
14th, Elder A. M. Cannon remains incarcerated until an appeal to the Su- ; 
preme Court, In relation to some of Judge Zane’s decisions, is determined. 
_ The brethren working on the Manti Temple subscribed upwards of $160 
for the beneñt of the families of Brother Kempe and Christopherson, sen- 
tenced. to terms of imprisonment in the Detroit House of Correction, by un- 
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MONDAY, ‘NOVEMBER 1685. 
of lad) 
ig 
Tata, Mission contains six yur. in two,in 

Gapel is heen made by; ission 


n those can N 
seems that the work of the old Reformers was, in a manner; g 5 555 
that of the restoration of the ‘Cospel; and as soms nations ‘were: too 
fined with superstition and bigotry to de susceptible te the libératising 
ideas of the Protestant Reformation, the same hardness 
heart appears to have been transmitted tlieir descsudanta, dad ‘blinds 
ham to the light of the pure Gospel: The soil that: not be 
soſtened/by the early dews ofithe! Reformation, ems to be barren tha 
rofreshing rain and the warmthof the rising Millennial; morning, ; 
Switzerland, like England and Denmark, 
ly.spraking, there ig much in; Ge 
ered few, in number, and 


Aiticulty, is experienced in spreading he 
erman countries men appear to be so satura with r and tobacco 


éy' Aro obtule, whild’ the women’ being Almost free these 
“ard more susceptible Spiritual and refining: influences “and more 
and the Oespel. Germans are credited with 
Beins Eréat beer Aritikers(and it Surprise stranger to! see the enermeus 
glasses of beer with which the average Gerhlan ‘drinker is served“ Schlobn- 
helieve is the Amenipan term fon these drinking vessels, — 
mam of would, -be.s more appropriate,.and, expressive 

Alhongh thie disimad unintoxicating, yet, drunk in auch 
that stunifving effect to which we ‘have referred; 
thie and many other ils Which ch flourish here as in other 
that. is admirable in, dhe 
German character, and it is encouraging to reflect upon the prop 
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f 
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by our Elders among that people. Physically. they are, like the Scandina- 
vians, a fine race of people, and an enthusiastic friend assured us that the 
human form, was only to be found in its perfection in Germany. 

, 1 ground: the well e ‘portion, of, the Ger- 
man people, while among the ignorant: there.-is a deal of bigotry and 
priesteraft. Preaching is not regarded with particular favor; and our Elders 
find that the most; efficient method of spreading the influence of the Gospel, 


Principles of righteousness they deck. is very apparent 
among the poor, position und wealth enable the higher classes of society to 
cover up a great deal of their iniquity, but enough is seen to prove that all 
classes are)strongly; petmeated, with the, social evil. The condition of the 
working classes in both Switzerland and Germany is continually growing 
worse, and all people seem to think that a great social, political and financial 
crisis is impending over them. Last year a wave of hatred and persecution 
against the Saints swept over the land, and the Elders suffered a little from 
it, but it is now quietizig down, exeépt in Bavaria, where Catholicism is ram- 
pant. Misfortunes, in so marked.amanner, followed those who persecuted 
the Saints, that even outsiders naticed and commented upon it. The perse- 
cution of the Latter-day: Saints in America is: attracting’ much attention 
among Feflecting people“ ‘and is fast gaining that we! are a 


and German, attere 
organized Bravichea are dcegsionalhy weakened: by emigration. Last year's 
and ‘this year the 
pe‘ Te uite poor: 


nen 
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‘thst’ position’ givés Him assurh that is labors have been satisfactoty to 
his brethren.’ ‘He speak in high terms of the Eidders who are associated. with 
and reports that the prospects of the ‘Missidn, though not brilliant, are 
favorable’. There are seven Relief So¢ietiss in the Mission, and the isters 
do well and assist Of poor. There dre four god 
parents are notin non; preaching: is, allowed, ...Preai- 
‘ve ry’ general he has b ‘icy 
ing named arxivetl hers on dhe 30th 
inst.j Robert: William M. Daines "Willian M. 
‘Webster, ‘Holt, ‘Seiiuef Fra J Odile; Nephi 
Nigholaa Sommer, John K 6, Anderson, Hyer, 
O. Pedersen, Erie B. Frichasu, Peter Anderson, Anton Anderson, Andrew 
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